August 11th, 2002
Hi Gavin

I have made a note of your float address so will start using that about 2 weeks before you leave, which I am assuming is about September 1st. On the news here, we hear a lot of bellicose noise coming out of Washington over Iraq. It seems as though Bush will ‘go it alone’ if necessary. Whatever the justification, such as action will result in a lot of negative anti-US feeling in the rest of the world. 


Last Tuesday – August 8th – was the anniversary of the dropping of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima. Saw a clip of the ceremony on TV in the ’Peace Park’, the area over which the bomb exploded. And, of course, shortly after this first bomb, the second was dropped over Nagasaki on the southern Island of Japan. 

This event about the A-bomb was the only one I put into my diary this past week. It seems that with all the work I am doing at the moment, including evening work, I don’t get around to writing much in my diary. This past week, I finished the last chapter for the revised HK chemistry book. But that doesn’t mean the job is over. I still have all the appendices to do such as the model answers to all the questions in the books. Very slow and time consuming. But the big bubble of work has nearly worked its way through and I should soon be back to ‘normal.’ 

There has been a lot of rain in the past week. I mentioned last week about the first typhoon signal of the year being raised. That storm did not affect HK much though it did bring a lot of rain to a part of Guang Dong with loss of life. But the wet weather persisted. A lot rain in this area on Friday with parts of Yuen Long under water.

Because of the weather, it was difficult getting swims in. Had to fit them in between thunderstorm warnings. And on Friday, thunderstorm warnings were issued throughout the whole day so that I missed out on exercise that day. Started going to the gym again. For two of the exercises, I did the lighter and longer method you were talking about. Still sore!! I am not sure if the soreness is due to these exercises or just that I haven’t been tot he gym for a while. 

Not a lot happening here, or so it seems. But most of the news related to the economy is bad news. School Certificate results were announced last Wednesday. Many of the students who qualified for Form 6 are not able to find a school to attend as there are just not enough Form 6 places. And there are very few job openings available. The government has got industries to take on one unemployed person for a short time to give them employment and for them to learn some skills. Salaries are not high though. Anyway, the scheme seems to have been quite successful. Cathay Pacific announced that it would be expanding and that about 400 (I think) job placements would become available. Talking about Cathay, a ‘plane bound for San Francisco had to return after take off. The control tower spotted an engine on fire at take off and informed the pilot who switched off the engine and came back. The airline has not said that it was fire! 

All the new government ‘ministers’ have had to declare their financial interests in case of a conflict of interest between their work and private interests. Most of them are incredibly rich! Even Arthur Li, who, of course, comes from a large HK family, announced that he and his family (not sure who that includes) owns something like 73 properties in HK and the UK. 

Should get my new passport this week. Saw a repeat of the second half of the NZ-Australia Rugby test, which NZ just lost in injury time. About halfway through the half, two male streakers ran across the field followed by cops with blankets. The pair ran around Mehrtens who was getting ready to take a penalty kick. He missed the penalty! It turns out that the stunt was carried out with the blessing of Vodafone, a big telephone company, who admitted it later and said they would pay the fines. NZ got the gold meal in the Rugby 7s competition at the Commonwealth games. They beat Fiji in the final with a flurry of tries in the last quarter. Just checked the Internet and found that NZ beat South Africa 30 – 23 in South Africa. NZ now leads the tri-nations points table but could be overtaken by Australia if they beat SA by more than 25 points. However, the NZ-SA game was overshadowed by an incident in which, shortly after the second half began, an oversized, clearly drunk SA fan ran on to the field and tackled and injured the (Irish) referee. The game was stopped for some time while the referee was attended to and then replaced. The injury turned out to be a dislocated shoulder!

Not getting any letters from Nana now. Must be difficult for her to do so now.

I guess that’s just about it for now. Thinking of you. 

Cheers,

Dad
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